Chris Baughman

November 17, 2003

EDSE 400 Lesson #2

Modeling Fractions

Objectives

1. The students will relate fractions to parts and wholes.  (Analysis)  (Mathematics, Seventh, 1.e)

2. The students will distinguish between the numerator and the denominator.  (Analysis)  (Mathematics, Seventh, 1.d)

3. The students will create models for fractions. (Synthesis)  (Mathematics, Seventh, 1.e)

4. The students will relate fractions to real-life situations.  (Application)  (Mathematics, Seventh, 1.e)

Materials

1. M&Ms, Styrofoam cups, paper, construction paper, markers, scissors, dry-erase markers, eraser

Procedures

2. The students will group together in pairs of four—one student will gather all materials, one student will be the recorder for the group, and two students will present the activity for the group.

3. The teacher will begin by asking the students what they know about fractions and direct the discussion so students will relate fractions to parts and wholes.  (Examples:  pizza, pies)

4. The teacher will define the numerator and the denominator.

5. High-level question: Which is the part and which is the whole and why?

6. The groups will be given a bag of M&Ms and six Styrofoam cups, which they will use to complete activity worksheet.

7. The teacher will hand out construction paper, markers, and scissors.

8. The teacher will ask the groups to come up with a real-life example of how fractions are used and construct a model or representation of their situation.

9. The groups will present their activities.

