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Videotaped Reflection

Lesson:  Factoring Trinomials into a Product of Binomials


I chose to use my lesson on factoring trinomials into a product of binomials as my videotaped lesson.  Throughout our unit on factoring, the students will learn the process of what to look for when they factor a polynomial.  We covered our first rule last week, which was to factor out a greatest common factor from the polynomial.  Today, the class discovered our second rule—if you have a trinomial, will the trinomial factor into a product of two binomials.  As expected, some of the students did not understand of why the process worked like it did.  Therefore, I began the lesson by introducing the FOIL method of multiplying binomials.  I first wanted to work backwards to be sure students could see that a trinomial could be broken down into the product of two binomials.  Then, the students discovered how the factors of the constant term add or subtract to give me the coefficient of my linear term.


When planning the lesson, I knew that there were four different sign possibilities for every trinomial.  Thus, I wanted the students to see an example of each.  After working the first two examples, however, I wanted them to discover the other two possibilities on their own, so I allowed two students to work the next two examples on the board.  This worked out well because it allowed the students presenting to communicate the process to their students.


In my opinion, this lesson could not have run much smoother.  I could have probably phrased some of my questions in a different manner.  However, It seemed as though the students grasped how to factor a trinomial, and they understood how the factors relate to each other.  Moreover, the area problem at the end of the lesson gave them the opportunity to apply the lesson to a real-world concept.  This was important for me to include in the lesson because one of my students has a hard time comprehending a lesson if she does not see how to apply it.  Now, not only can she factor trinomials into two binomials, she can also come up with a situation in which she can apply the concept.

