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EDSE 400 Lesson #1 Reflection


My first lesson centered on solving mathematical equations involving two steps.  To begin with, we reviewed which operations “undo” each other.  We also quickly went over how we solved equations involving one step.  The one aspect I felt was important to stress was the meaning of the equality sign.  I told the students to remember the equals sign like a mirror: whatever happens on one side happens on the other also.  That is, whatever operation is performed on the left-hand side of the equation has to be performed on the right-hand side.  I think this analogy helped them to remember that doing the same thing to both sides keeps the equation equal.  From there, I modeled a few examples of solving a two-step equation.  The students were able to see that they needed to perform the order of operations in the reverse sequence to make the equation easier to solve.  I then gave them five problems to solve, which we later discussed by having them work on the board.


I believe my observed lesson went very smoothly.  However, I will have to admit that second period was better than first period.  During first period, I followed my original lesson plans, which called for the students to pair together to work the examples.  This class was not able to handle working together on a new lesson, so I decided that it would be best for second period to work on their own.  Also, the high level question I used for my observed lesson was not the original question in my plans.  Originally, I wanted the students to see that it did not matter which operation I performed first as long as I did the same thing to both sides.  However, dividing before I “undid” addition or subtraction only confused the students.  Therefore, I decided to ask second period to relate solving these types of equations to the order of operations.  On the other hand, I think students related well to the mirror analogy, and I believe they connected the order of operations to solving equations.  This gave them the opportunity to see why “undoing” addition and subtraction first allows for the least number of steps in solving an equation.


Overall, I think the class was quite engaged in the learning process.  Every time I work problems on the board I try to get the students to communicate the mathematics we are learning by making common mistakes and asking them why the mistake is wrong.  Although they may not realize it at the time, they are teaching both themselves and their peers the particular lesson after I have introduced it.  Not only does this give them a chance to communicate the mathematics, it also keeps their attention by wanting to find mistakes the teacher may make, which is every teacher’s goal.  As long as I can keep their attention, they will learn some mathematics, and I believe I accomplished this during my lesson.

