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Lesson #2 Reflection

Lesson: Group presentations


Today, we discussed selected problems from the past two nights’ homework sets.  I wanted to give every group a chance to see and work each problem, so I decided to let the groups rotate problems on the board.  Each group started at the problem that they would eventually present to the class.  After three minutes, I allowed them to rotate to the next problem, and every two minutes after that, the groups rotated again.  Each time the group encountered a new problem, they were to check the problem and add something mathematical to what was already on the board.  The students did a good job with the rotations.  They also seemed interested, which could be accredited to the fact that they were up moving around and talking to each other about the problem.


After each group had rotated through every problem, I gave them a couple of minutes to prepare their particular problem.  Then, the person who selected the lowest card presented their group’s problem.  I like this type of evaluation because all of the students are held accountable for their group’s grade.  The people in the group who understand the problem have to teach the ones who struggle with the concept, for the entire group’s grade is in the hands of the presenter.  In addition, it is a different way to assess student learning.


This particular way of learning and teaching incorporated many different learning levels.  Also, it allowed me to teach in a diverse manner, and it gave the students the opportunity to listen to each other communicate the concept.  Students are many times bashful and have a hard time speaking in front of the class.  This gave them the opportunity to speak in front of their peers.


This lesson went extremely smoothly, and I am glad this was one of the days on which I was observed.  Many characteristics allowed this lesson to be a successful one, but I think that my desire to see students succeed and to see them learn is what drove this and is what drives every lesson I try to teach.  I believe that if they see a passion and enthusiasm in me for what I do, then they will be more motivated to learn.

