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Lesson #1 Reflection

Lesson: Finding the Greatest Common Factor


Today I taught my second section of factoring—finding the greatest common factor of a set of numbers.  I thought overall that the lesson went well, and the students grasped the concept rather well.  To begin with, I thought my planning and preparation of the lesson was good.  I anticipated most of the questions the students asked.  Also, I was very thorough in my objectives, procedures, and evaluations.  However, one aspect that I could improve on is my evaluation.  I do a lot of assessment and evaluation by observing and listening to students answer questions.  I include evaluations other than typical paper and pencil tests when teaching, but I need to do a better job of using checklists, rubrics, and journals.


Moreover, I also need to be more creative when including diversity and multiculturalism in my plans.  I have a hard time creating plans that include multiculturalism and keep the students interested.  The only activity I could come up with that included diversity was a worksheet on finding the greatest common factor of numbers that spell out a famous mathematicians name.  I plan to alter some of my other lessons so that we deal with problems focusing on finding the area of certain famous monuments using factoring.


In contrast, the students were able to find the greatest common factors after the lesson, so I think I did a good job of teaching the material.  In addition, I related the previous day’s material (factor trees) to finding the greatest common factor.  I wanted to make sure the class could see the applications of what we were doing.  More importantly, the strongest aspect was my use of manipulatives.  The students were able to actually see how to determine the greatest common factor of a set of objects.  This will also be helpful tomorrow when we actually factor out the greatest common factor of a polynomial.

