Chris Baughman

Education Week.  “The beginner,” Ponessa, Jeanne.  Jan. 15, 1997, Vol. 16 Issue 16, p44, 2p.

“The beginner” is a great article about a very skilled teacher who is eager to incorporate 

technology into her classroom.  The article states that Sharon Hackley, who teaches sixth grade 

at Palo Christi in Kingman, Arizona, had originally burnt out of teaching and was looking to 

retire.  However, an invitation to a teacher-training convention led Hackley to believe in the use 

of computers in her classroom.  Now, after winning the National Science Foundation’s 

Presidential Award for Excellence in Science and Mathematics Teaching in 1995, Palo Christi 

owns 30 computers which aid in developing student interest in the curriculum.  The article says, 

“her students light up with anticipation as she explains that it will be their job to put” a skeleton 

back together with the aid of a CD-ROM.


This article is a great example of how computers and technology not only create student interest in the curriculum, but also teacher enthusiasm.  Many times, it seems that teachers become bored with teaching the same material year after year.  I believe that if teachers had different ways of presenting the material, then the task of teaching it to their students would not be as tedious.  We now have the capability of finding and creating our own ways of introducing the material in manners that will keep students interested.  Computers provide the means for us as teachers to do this, and this article is just one of the many examples of this.  We now can use computers to find all kinds of activities involving math, including CD-ROMs, interactive software, and, to me the most beneficial, the Internet.  Students are able to see a whole new world of mathematics.  With the use of computers, they are more likely to create their own interest and understanding of mathematics than ever before, and an increase in teachers’ manners in which we teach the materials is to credit.  In my opinion, the use of computers in the classroom is the best means in today’s society of developing student interest in the curriculum.

